
LGBTQ+ HISTORY in CTA 

1978
CTA opposes Prop 6 (Briggs 

Initiative); would have 
banned gays and lesbians 

and possibly anyone 
supporting gay rights from 

working in California public 
schools. 

1987
CTA GLBT Caucus forms. 
Pre1992 CTA Gay and 

Lesbian Task Force forms.

1992
CTA establishes Gay and 
Lesbian Issues Advisory 

Committee (GLIAC). 

1994
GLIAC is approved as a 

Board Advisory 
Committee. 

1996
CTA creates policy to support 

the right of all consenting 
adults to marry whom they 

choose.

1997
"Breaking the Silence" is part 
of the CTA/NEA High Risk 

Program. 

1998
CTA includes Legal Protec-
tion for Gay and Lesbian 

Employees pamphlet in new 
teachers' materials. 

1999
CTA establishes the Trans-
gender Issues Task Force.

 

2000
CTA opposes the �ring of 

transgender Bay Area 
teacher Dana Rivers.

CTA opposes Prop. 22, 
Knight initiative.

Supports AB 537; California 
Student Safety and Violence 

Prevention Act of 2000.  

2001
CTA offers Gay/Lesbian 
Leadership Development 

Program. 

GLIAC integrates Bisexual 
and includes Transgender 

Issues and is now known as 
GLBTIAC. 

2003
Supported AB 205; Domestic 
Partners Rights and Responsi-

bilities Act of 2003. 
CTA State Council Honors 

2004
GLBT History Month on 
October State Council 

program cover. 

2006
GLBTIAC host �rst State 

Council Reception. 

2007
CTA elects �rst openly gay 
president, David Sanchez.

2008  
Opposed Prop 8; eliminated 
rights of same-sex couples to 

marry. 

2009
First GLBTIAC Conference. 

Supported SB 572; estab-
lished Harvey Milk Day. 

CTA establishes the Guy de 
Rosa Safety in Schools 
scholarship program. 

2011
CTA "Educator" magazine 

highlighted GSAs. 

March issue of CTA "Educa-
tor" dedicated to "bullying". 

2012
CTA "Educator" spotlights 

SB 48. 

Supports SB 48; The FAIR 
Education Act to amend 

education code to require 
schools to integrate factual 
information about social 

movement, current events, 
and history of people with 

disabilities and LGBT people 
into existing curriculum. Also 

prevents State Board of 
Education from adopting 
instructional material that 

discriminates.

2013
June 26, the Supreme Court 
upheld the overturning of 

CA’s proposition 8.

Openly gay Joe Nuñez is 
appointed the �rst Latino 

Executive Director of CTA.

Governor Brown signed CTA 
supported law, AB 1266, 

allowing transgender 
students in Public Schools to 
participate fully in all school 
activities, sports teams and 
programs that match their 
gender identity. The law 

allows transgender students 
to use restrooms and locker 

rooms of their gender identity.

2015
CTA elects openly gay 
President Eric Heins.

The CTA board votes to 
change the name of the Gay 
Lesbian Bisexual Transgender 
Issues Advisory Committee 
(GLBTIAC) to the Sexual 
Orientation and Gender 
Identity Issues Advisory 
Committee (SOGIIAC).

California Healthy Youth Act 
requires middle and high 

schools to teach “medically 
accurate” comprehensive 
sexual health education.

2017
The State Board of Education 

unanimously approved a 
framework to begin imple-
menting these provisions of 
the FAIR Education Act in 
history and social science 

curricula.

CTA “Educator” highlights 
gender diversity in article 
“Embracing the Gender 

Spectrum.”

2018
CTA supported AB 2291 
requiring the California 

Department of Education to 
establish guidelines to 

prevent bullying and dissemi-
nate online training modules 

to local educators.

CTA supported AB 2639, 
co-authored by Assembly-
men Marc Berman (D-Palo 
Alto) and Patrick O'Donnell 
(D-Long Beach), requires the 
state's public schools must 
review and update their 

suicide prevention policies 
annually.

2019
Impact California, Califor-
nia’s new LGBTQ inclusive 
Social Studies books are 
being used in California 

Public Schools.

Learn more about CTA’S LGBTQ+ scholarships at 
cta.org/scholarships

Our Mission

The California Teachers 
Association exists to 

protect and promote the 
well-being of its mem-
bers; to improve the 

conditions of teaching 
and learning; to 

advance the cause of 
free, universal, and 

quality public education 
for all students; to ensure 
that the human dignity 
and civil rights of all 

children and youth are 
protected; and to secure 
a more just, equitable, 

and democratic society.


